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Mechanisms to strengthen the ethical aspects of
accounting practices in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
the light of contemporary challenges
(Survey Study)

Amal Mohammad Omar Yamani
Summary in english

The objective of this research is to focus on the problems arising in many
companies and scientific, and as a result of lack of adherence to the ethics of the
accounting profession, its principles and rules of professional conduct, and
discuss the most important reasons and to identify them. And thus display the
most important mechanisms and possible means which encourage and assist
accountants to abide by the rules of professional conduct and ethics and
principles of the profession. and depending on that the key questions were

formulated as follows:
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1. What are the main reasons which urge the accountant to perform unethical
functions?

2. What are the actions and unethical behavior by some accountants?

3. What are the moral qualities that any practicing Chartered Accountant must
have for the profession?

4. What are the mechanisms and the solutions proposed in the study, which
helps to strengthen the ethical aspects of the accountants in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia?

5. What are the methods and the ways used in the application of such
mechanisms and the proposed solutions?

6. What are the obstacles to be confronted when applying the mechanisms of the
proposed study?

7. What are the desired benefits of applying the study mechanisms?

8. What are the proposals for developing accounting education methods and

their curricula and to instill the fundamentals of virtues in accounting students?

Based on this, the study was divided into seven chapters, including the following:
Chapter 1: (Introduction)
Chapter 2: ( A summary on the accounting profession in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia)
Chapter 3: (the most important factors associated with the accounting profession)
Chapter 4: (ethical problems that have affected the accounting profession
and some proposed mechanisms to resolve them)
Chapter 5: (previous studies)
Chapter 6: (field study)
Chapter 7: (Conclusion)

In order to achieve the desired objectives of the research two methods have
been designated, They are the study of analytical theory, and the field study.

The most important results of the study are the following:

Q@ There are substantial grounds that lead the accountant to do some unethical
behavior in the accounting side. The most important one is weakness of
religious commitment of the accountant.

@ There are many other actions contrary to ethics that some accountants might

do. The first was financial embezzlements.
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There are several important mechanisms which have been proposed in this
study, The first one is to emphasize the importance of integrity and honesty of
the accountant. And application through of the most important methods:
defining and distributing responsibilities and duties accurately on
accountants.

The first and most important benefit can be reached when applying the
mechanisms of the study is to increase confidence in the accounting
profession, which is a very important benefit and it influences the future of the

accounting profession.

The researcher reported a number of recommendations represented as

follows:

e
=

Accountants must comply with the rules of behavioral accounting profession
and this must be stressed by the individuals in charge, The importance of
observing high ethical principles, and commitment in all aspects of facility

activity.

H The Researcher recommends the necessity of giving the oath by all

I

accountants, as the accounting profession is as important and crucial as the
medical profession or any other, therefore accountants have to give oath that
they will indeed do the best they could to fulfill their responsibilities and
accountabilities in correspondence with all the ethical accounting rules and
principles.

the companies take interest in holding regular workshops on ethics, to train
personnel on how to deal with ethical issues that may appear in the work.

The principle of reward and punishment in the community must prevail as a
result of compliance or non-compliance with the rules of professional conduct
and ethics, and that justice and equality must also prevail among all people.
Interest to establish international organizations responsible for issuing
standards for the ethics of the accounting profession as the competent
organizations of issuing international accounting standards.

Religion is a major cause of commitment to ethics, it is the foundation that
supports the ethics of anyone, therefore this aspect should be taken into
consideration.

Continuous interest in the development of accounting education, through
constant modernization of the accounting curriculum constantly, and that

instructors must have good ethics, and the development in teaching methods
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through the method of simulation to help accounting students to refine their
professional skills.

~188~



